
                  
             









July 31, 2020

Henry County Government
Brent Greer, Henry County Mayor and Henry County Commission
101 W Washington St 
Paris, TN 38242

RE:  Masking Requirement

Dear Mayor Greer and County Commission,

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, Henry Countians have been urged to protect 
themselves, their loved ones, and their neighbors through social distancing, staying at home, 
and utilizing hand hygiene with hand washing and hand sanitizer.  The Governor closed 
businesses, surgeries, and other services to encourage people to stay at home, and infection 
and death rates began to decline.

Yet, with the reopening of our communities, we have seen the tide turn and infection rates have 
increased dramatically with any gains we saw with the shutdown erased.  With many hospitals 
in our state nearing ICU capacity and with the shortage of personal protective equipment and 
testing supplies, our medical community is concerned of the threat to healthcare workers as well 
as patients.

Considering all aspects of this crisis, it is with empathy for the decision makers that we would 
overwhelmingly advise a masking requirement be put into place so that our community can 
improve.  Our advice is based on observations within Henry County, the surrounding counties, 
and the overall availability of resources in our community.  As of Thursday, July 30, Henry 
County has 56 Active Cases listed on the Tennessee State COVID-19 website.  Caseloads have 
erupted with a total of 94 positive patients within the last 14 days.  Thirty (30) of those were 
reported in a single 24-hour period just Wednesday. The State of Tennessee has set a threshold 
of concern at 10 infections per 100,000 citizens.  Henry County is now at more than twice that 
threshold rate reaching 20.76 yesterday.  This week, our community, health department, and 
hospital have reported more cases than when our community shut down in April. The 
exponential growth potential of this virus will easily overwhelm our capacity to care for the sick if 
the trend continues.  We have learned much about the behavior of this virus over the past few 
months and we know with certainty, assembling large groups indoors rapidly transmits the virus 
and creates hazardous outbreaks.  We are now able to quantify the likelihood of someone in a 
group carrying the virus and in a group of 1000 people that likelihood approaches 100%. It will 
be years before all the information about this pandemic is digested.   It is, however, no longer 
true that we don’t know much about how it spreads or the consequences of trying to prevent 
spread.  The following is a current summary of literature on this topic and its findings:

Lancet – Face masks are associated with protection, even in non-health care 
settings

●

International Journal of Nursing Studies – Community mask use by well 
people could be beneficial, particularly for COVID-19 where transmission may be 
asymptomatic

●



This is not a comprehensive list with much research to come but clearly points toward masks 
having an important place in lessening disease in communities along with other measures of 
distancing and hand washing.

This is why we are urging the Henry County Commission to take the simple steps needed to 
stop the spread and requiring Henry Countians to wear masks along with continuing to 
encourage washing hands, maintaining physical distance, and limiting groups and gatherings.  
Just a month ago, we might have come to a different conclusion, but the rapidly changing nature 
of this disease requires daily vigilance and adaptation.  A masking requirement will help us as a 
medical community to ensure that we can care for our community.

We are more than glad to talk with you and the County Commission to provide an ongoing 
assessment of this very fluid pandemic.  Rest assured, the medical community wishes more 
than anything to see this wave pass with a return to normal and healthy life in Henry County.  At 
this point, however, we must manage things as they are and not as we wish they were.  Science 
and evidence are telling us that without following these simple steps and requiring masking, we 
will escalate this crisis in our county, resulting in more suffering and even deaths.

We appreciate your service to the community and the difficult decisions you as leaders are 
asked to make.  There is only one way we will all get through this – as a united community, 
protecting each other and our loved ones. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Whitby, M.D. 

Health Affairs – State mandates to wear masks helped reduce the spread of 
Coronavirus and as many as 450,000 cases may have been averted in those 
areas

●

German non-profit research institute IZA – Local and regional mask mandates 
reduced the number of cases by as much as 13% over a period of 10 days and 
the daily growth rate of new infections by 40%

●

British Medical Journal Global Health – Households where masks were used 
before symptoms developed decreased transmission by 79%

●

CDC studying the outbreak on the USS Theodore Roosevelt concluded that 
face coverings made individuals less likely to get infected and that masking along 
with other measures could mitigate transmission

●





We Need You!We Need You!

Effective August 5, 2020

Paris-Henry County, Tennessee

New Mask Ordinance Guidelines

Help Prevent 
COVID-19 

Spread

All persons in Henry County shall wear a cloth or other face 
covering over their nose and mouth while in public and 

publicly-accessible areas.

Some exceptions where masks are not required and social distancing is being practiced...

For more information,
visit www.maskuphc.com.

Wear Face 
Covering

Use
Disinfectant

Practice
Social 

Distance

Wash Your
Hands

Within a residence or automobile (unless transporting others)

Children 12 years of age and younger

Those who have trouble breathing

People with disabilities who are unable to put on or remove a face covering

While eating or drinking, or while seated in a public restaurant

While outdoors unless social distancing can not be practiced

While in a house of worship or voting (unless required)

Offices or cubicles not open to the public

While exercising or engaged in physical activity



We Need You!We Need You!

www.maskuphc.com

Masks are required by Executive Order.

We Recommend
Wearing A Mask

In Our Community.
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